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Attention Members...

Email Saves Postage! The monthly Newsletter
will soon be sent exclusively by emaiDut of 1975
members in the district, only 696 (35%) have an
email addressPlease get yours todayThey are
FREE at Yahoo, Hotmail, Gmail & more.

Please contact yowutub secretaryandupdate
your contact informatiom the LCI system to in-
clude:

1 Email Address

1 Telephone Numbers

1 Only Your Club Secretargan make these

entries into the LCI database.

1 Remember: Email is FREE!
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ALIi ons are the Light
Do you ever wonder if your service to others is For a person who is dehfind, words are signed into
making an impact? Is it enough? The prescription the palm of the hand where the movements of the fin-
glasses given to a needy child, is it making a differ- gers can be felt.
ence in his life? This learning
I recently watched t hprovedinvaluable
Wor ker. 0 The talented AlatereniBcamnu i e
Sullivan and a young Patty Duke, Helen Keller. I nicating with Helen
REG |STER was stunned to learn how true this performance Keller.
stayed to true life facts. In the days after, | re- Annie gradu-
searched Anni e Sul |l i v a n éedPelkindSehoo etty
N OW' picture. Born into extreme poverty, Annie was left as Valedictorian of
. almost completely blind at the tender age of 5 from her class.
. . untreated trachoma. When her mother died two | encourage
District years later, her alcoholic father sent her and her  my Lion family to
younger brother Jimmie, who had a tubercular hip, go online and hear
4-A2 to Tewksbury orphanage. This was a deplorable  her speech... | wep
an Cabinet institution. Child predators, criminals, the insane, to read it.
many with incurable diseases roamed the halls. An- Not long after
Meeting niedbs beloved brot her Jihig)mleter agive
months before dying there. In her autobiography shetPerkins School
Porterville remembers waking up in the middle of the night to it was from Mr. and Mrs. Keller... (The original letter
find his bed gone . Sh ecankenvewedonling)dheymededd gdvesness and 6 t
find his cold |ittl e b otkacheuforthari7 yearold daughtgr Helem.e e t . fiJi
was all I had and | sobbed for days on end but there Helen was deaf, blind and mute. Born into a privi-
REGISTER wasneone t o consol e meo, Isgedcbackground with parents whom, out of pity for
A few more years passed and then a brightrayher condi ti on, and to fAkeep
Convention of hope presented itself. Annie implored a state offi-with every wish and whim she fancied. They did not
cial who was visiting Tewksbury to help her, saying know how to control nor reach her so they just gave in
Golf & Hotel to him, Al want to go twhes.chool! 06 The official did
help her and within several weeks Annie was re- The consequences of their indulgence was that
leased from Tewksbury and wentonto studyand Hel en had become uncontroll
live at The Perkins School for the Blind A n n i e @et her way all hell broke loose.
formal education had finally begun and she flour- I am not going to go further into what happens
ished under the guidance of her teachers. Annie wasext as Annie Sullivan, barely 21 years of age herself,
smart and quickly learned what is called the manuale nt er s Hel endés | ife as her
alphabet developed for deaf people. Each letter of that it is a story of the utmost triumph over inexplicable
the alphabet is formed with a different hand sign. CONTINUED PAGE 2
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0 MOVI N6 ON UP6 I N SERVICE THRO

. all possible. It will open your eyes to new opportunities and
From the Cabinet  great friendships that last a lifetime.

Secretary Lion John Burnsabinet Secretary
Hello fellow Lions of
District 4-A2. | hope . . .
everyone had a nice, ALi ons are the Light
relaxing summer and
you are ready to hit ) )
the ground running. film to watch it!
Many opportunities Annie Sullivan,
abound for our clubs ~ Partially blind her-
to embrace and to self, but with the
move forward witha ~ heartof a Lion.
sense of renewed pur- €ached downinto
pose focused on serv- that childés worl d

odds. I encourage Leos and Lions

ing others. After all, and pulled her out of
that is our primary her locked, dark,
mission. silent existence. Her

However, this is often  letters during this
easier said than done. time to her teachers

| am sure that each back home aPer-

year our Lions Clubs  kins Schooshow

enter the new year her struggles as she

with arenewed sense says fil cannot teach

of purpose to accomplish certain goals and objectives, yet  her until she learns
each year it seems that we often fail to reach all of the in- to obey me, she
tended goals set at the beginning the year. Have you ever must be completely
stopped to wonder why we dodependantopmeech our full est potentia
each year? What sets those clubs that do attain their goals argyen for the very air
objects each year apart fromhe hlorseeatthikato dondt ? What sets
clubs that are growing apart from those that are static or in Well, the break
decline? through for Helen
First of all, | think that the successful clubs are receptive did come in a star-
tochangt hey dondédt hol d on t o tlilgeevelptian®t as the only way to
operate and function. They recognize that change is healthy understanding that
and vital to an active club. They see change asapathtoa ex pl oded [H éldlerKellrgSeated), Alexander Graham Bell &
successful future. This is especially true when clubs recognizevorld, piercing the Annie Sullivan
that the best source for change is new members. New mem- blackness and the
bers bring new vitality, new ideas, new methods, and most silence forever . Under the lifelong tutelage of Annie Sullivan, Helen
importantly--other new members. Keller went on to graduate froRadcliff Collegeand become one of
Secondly, successful clubs have effective, dynamic lead-the most renowned advocates for the blind this world has ever seen.
ership. Leadership is one of the core components for successShe radically changed the direction of Lionism forever as she implored
For those of you who have held leadership positions in your the men at the Lions International Convention in 1925 to become
club or at the district level you know that good leadershipis AaKni ghts of the Blindd in the cru:
very hard work. It takes a lot of effort at the individual level to speech at the Lions International w&ite.)
be a successful leader. It is often a very difficult proposition She rocked the world Lions! How many lives have been changed
| am often reminded of the television commercial where the because of what she began? But lets not forget that it could not have
cowboys are trying to herd cats. happened without an Annie Sullivan .
Thirdly, successful leaders are successful because they When we give to another human being the tools they need to
are leading Lions that are eeglnmiflll pofrlial i@cled hBpPeh! The leckidndoeotrd s s u
They dono6t stand on t d¢heysi d eeliteMeomes M@diver. Nd condibution) ® se@id, M&vever small,
are actively involved in the success of the club and its leader-is returned to us empty. The goodness that we give out to the world

ship. | candt stress how i mpofmdsbadkidrie huRdRdEtiMes dvét &hd i€ways Whith we Ma§ neverd d
Lion is to the organization. Their participation, their input, know.
their support is a vital cog for the success of the club in meet-  pid Annie Sullivan know when she reached down into that dark,
ing and attaining the goals and objectives set forth atthebe-s i | ent wor |l d that there was a fHel
ginning of the year. . . . some strange way, Annieds unimagi i
Take pride in being a Ligh commitment to serving oth-  ¢reated a depth of understanding that could reach this imprisoned child
ers is a truly rewarding experience. _ _ like no one else could?
Our second Cabinet Meeting will be held in Porterville, In the same way my friends, the prescription glasses placed on the

Ca. on October 222. | encourage each of you to attend if at face of that precious child may belong to the next scientist who will
CONTINUED PAGE 8
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